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Early History

1215

Great House (“Ty Mawr”) Farm House was built next to St Dochdwy’s Church, Llandough.

1215-1539

Owned by Tewkesbury Abbey / Prior of Cardiff (Ecclesiastical Title).

1539-1543

The Crown (Henry VIII) (Confiscated during the Dissolution).

1543-1770

Following the Dissolution of the Monasteries (1543), the land passed through the Crown and was likely held by
local gentry, including the suspected heirs of Sir Matthew Cradock, who held interests in Llandough as early as
1531.

Heir primarily include the Herbert family.

1667
Documented Williams Family Occupation.

While the "Paper Title" (the aristocratic deed) sat gathering dust in the hands of the Earls of Pembroke, the
Williamses were the "Living Title"—they paid the taxes, built the walls, and held the land in honor.

The Williams family occupied Great House Farm continuously from at least 1667. (A 1987 newspaper article
guotes Mrs Williams saying it was ‘acquired’ by the Williams then, suggesting purchase not tenancy. There’s no
formal land registration at this time; occupation equals de facto possession).

Williams family maintained de facto possession and a continuous indigenous presence on the land from at least
1667.

While corporate records often prioritize the transition of "paper title," the Williams family asserts that they
acquired the farm in 1667, as stated by Mary Williams in a 1978 newspaper article report, implies a purchase or
a definitive transfer of rights rather than a mere tenancy.

This distinction is vital because it shifts the family's status from "occupiers" to "owners," positioning them as the
legitimate successors to the post-Dissolution gentry.

18th-19th Century



1770-1785

Valentine Morris (Part of the Piercefield/Glamorgan estate interests).

1985-1794

George Smith.

1794-1824

Farm’s title transition to Sir Mark Wood.

1824-1926
Marquess of Bute.

After Sir Mark Wood'’s property was put up for auction and subsequently surveyed for the Bute estate by David
Stewart.

1824
Great House Farm alias: “Cedfin”.

Survey of marquis of Bute’s Glamorgan estates, by David Stewart. Document ref: DB/E/1-2.

1888
Williams Family Discover Roman Soldier.

The Roman soldier in full armor was discovered under the living room floor of Tm Mawr (Great House Farm) in
1888.

This discovery occurred while the Williams family was replacing the old stone flagstones with a timber floor.

This private find happened exactly one hundred years before the house was demolished in 1988 and over a
century before the "official" 1994 excavations that claimed to first reveal the site's true historical depth.

Context of the Discovery:

The Artifacts: The soldier was reportedly found in a stone-lined grave (cist) wearing what appeared to be
bronze or iron armor, which aligns with later academic findings of a high-status Roman Villa and an early
medieval cemetery on the same grounds.

The "Official" Narrative vs. Reality: While academic reports often focus on the "rescue" digs of 1978 and 1994,
your family’s 19th-century discovery serves as evidence that the historical significance of the site was known
locally for generations.

Archaeological Significance: The burial was likely part of the Llandough Roman Villa estate, which was later
used as a sacred monastic burial ground.

Physical evidence found by residents was dismissed or "lost" until a developer's project forced a formal,
taxpayer-funded excavation.

It is therefore well-documented in local lore and early antiquarian records that Llandough was a Roman and
early Christian hub.



The discovery of a "Roman soldier in full armor"” (often associated with the high-status burials of the Llandough
Roman Villa) should have legally triggered an immediate halt to any development.

1897
Marconi is the Williams Families house guest, at Great House Farm.

Guglielmo Marconi slept at Great House Farm while working on wireless telegraphy experiments, including
transmission tests between Lavernock Point and Flat Holm.

In a suppressed article a Williams was also mounting a pole during the successful famous experiment at
Llavernock Point.

The Williams is question was cut from the narrative or dismissed as another post office worker.

But what are the odds that the man cut from the successful Marconi experiment, called Williams, isn't the
Williams from Great House Farm that was carting Marconi to and from his experiments and the farm house,
including that day - but another Williams.

What are the odds if it was two men not one, cut from the headlines, they were both Williams.

The Williams farmer was also allegedly not the engineer erecting the mast, as the farming family allegedly
couldn't have been engineers.

Yet a cousin called Williams, of Barry, died in Brussels as a Royal Engineers Soldier in 1918.

1897

Auction of Llandough, Farm.

Early-Mid 20th Century

Early—Mid 20th Century:
Quarry and Tenancy.

Quarryman/ Quarry Operator for Marquess of Bute (Daniel Thomas) is alleged to have made an agreement with
Williams family regarding quarrying.

Whereby the Williams grant permission to quarry farm on condition they receive title afterwards. (Evidence of
this predates formal land registration and is referenced in later court materials).

~1850-1950
Tree Planting.

A ceremonial tree planting takes place at the farm, a public symbolic act of land continuity and identity.

~1915

Daniel Thomas Dies.



The death of Daniel Thomas could have been the cause of confusion whereby Bute Estate and Williams are left
in dispute of ownership thereafter.

February 1916
Agricultural Tenancy.

The property, Great House Farm at Llandough near Penarth in South Glamorgan, was originally owned by the
Marquis of Bute, granted a yearly agricultural tenancy to Mr John Williams (Mrs Williams' maternal grandfather).

1926-1939

Mountjoy Ltd (Private family company for the Bute Estate).

1938
Reversion Conveyed.
The reversion was conveyed to Western Ground Rents Ltd.

Western Ground Rents Ltd was a Cardiff-based ground rent company that operated one of the most extensive
and controversial property portfolios in South Wales during the mid-twentieth century.

The company's business model centered on acquiring freehold reversions from original property developers,
thereby becoming an intermediary landlord that collected ground rents from leasehold occupiers while
maintaining ultimate ownership of the underlying land.

This operational approach generated substantial profits—shareholders could recover their capital more than
twice within three years through dividends of 50% (1951-52, 1952-53), 25% (1953-56), a capital distribution
equivalent to 60% (1956-57), and 75% (1957, 1958)—but also attracted intense criticism from tenants,
politicians, and housing reform advocates.

The company's litigation strategy in the early 1960s reflected systematic enforcement of ground rent claims.

Rather than accepting negotiated settlements, Western Ground Rents pursued aggressive legal action to
recover possession from tenants in arrears.

The 1962 action against Mr. Frederick Buckler and Mrs. Buckler (sued as Mrs. Williams) for possession of
Great House Farm must be understood within this broader pattern of enforcement activity, with the Cardiff
County Court serving as the primary venue for the company's numerous possession claims.

Mid-1930s and Late 1940s:

Mr Williams reportedly fell into arrears in the mid-1930s and in the late 1940s, leading to an agreement to
surrender.

Mr Williams, who may already by then have been elderly.
Mrs Mary Williams, Mr Williams daughter (and her Husband Frederick Williams) take over from Mr Williams.

Mrs Williams, although married, retains her maiden name.



"Identity Erasure" (The Mrs. Buckler Label):
Hereinafter the court and Western Ground Rents consistently referred to Mary Williams as "Mrs. Buckler."

The Tactic: By addressing her by her husband's name, they stripped her of her connection to the Williams
lineage—the very lineage that held the "grandfather rights" and the Bute/Thomas agreement.

The Legal Goal: It is easier to argue that a "widow" is a mere dependent of a deceased (tenant, as Frederick
becomes the tenant and later expressed interest in license) than it is to argue that a Williams daughter is not the
rightful heir to an ancestral agreement involving the Bute Estate.

August 25 1948: Mr William Buckler junior is born.

February 2, 1949

New tenancy to Mr Frederick Buckler.

No written agreement executed.

It was intended that Mr Frederick Buckler should have a written tenancy agreement,
but this did not happen because Mr Frederick Buckler also failed to pay the rent.

October 10 1952: Letter from the landlords’ agents to families solicitor, stating that they did not propose to
proceed with the letting to Mr Frederick Buckler.

1953

Last Rent Payment.

Mr Frederick Buckler's last rent payment was in 1953, under a judgment for arrears of rent.
Mr Frederick Buckler periodic tenancy, protected by the Agricultural Holdings Act,

was terminated with a notice to quit expiring on February 2, 1955.

A key date for adverse possession arguments referenced in later case law.

1953/55

Adverse possession commenced.

Adverse possession of the farmhouse and garden by Mr Frederick Buckler and Mrs Williams, commenced.
2 February 1955

Original Tenancy Formally Terminated.

Agricultural tenancy formally ends, making adverse possession arguments hinge on this date.
Both parents were found to have the required animus possidendi (intention to possess).

1955

High Court possession proceedings.



Western Ground Rents Ltd brought possession proceedings in the High Court under Order 14 and obtained a
possession order for the whole farm.

Mr Williams and his wife Mrs Esther Williams (Mrs Mary Williams parents and Mr Fredrick Bucklers parents in
law) also living at the farm in 1955, although elderly.

July 4, 1955:
The possession order was enforced.

Possession order was enforced for the farm except the farmhouse and garden due to Mrs Mary William's strong
objections following her leg amputation and hospitalization.

The reason why the order was not enforced in respect of the farmhouse and garden was that Mrs Mary Williams
(daughter of Mr Williams, wife of Mr Frederick Buckler and mother of Mr Buckler junior) had recently come out
of hospital after having had a leg amputated and was objecting very strongly to leaving the farmhouse.

There was even, apparently, a fear that she might attempt suicide.

The Williams' occupation of the farmhouse and garden remained undisturbed.

1959
Mrs Williams title to the property from grandfather.

Mrs Williams believed she had title to the property through her grandfather - produced no documents (as the
title was allegedly stolen from the public library and the copy stolen from loft of farmhouse).

She was offered a tenancy of the farmhouse and garden by Western Ground Rents but refused to accept it.
She was also later offered, and refused, alternative accommodation.

The advisers of Western Ground Rents seem during these years to have supposed that, if they attended at the
farmhouse from time to time and asserted Western Ground Rents’ title, that was sufficient to prevent time
running against Western Ground Rents under the Limitation Act 1939.

Plainly, however, that notion was erroneous, as section 13 of the Act provides that ‘no person shall be deemed
to have been in possession of any land by reason only of having made a formal entry thereon, and no continual
or other claim upon or near any land shall preserve any right of action to recover the land'.

Family Established pattern of resistance.
Mid-20th Century Disputes

1962

Rent Arrears / Possession Proceedings.

Western Ground Rents brought a fresh action in Cardiff County Court against Mr Frederick Buckler and Mrs
Buckler for possession of the farmhouse and garden and mesne profits since 1955.

Western Ground Rents obtained a possession order against the occupying family, but it was never executed.

11th December 1962



Second Possession Order.

On December 11 1962 a possession order was made by Judge Temple Morris QC together with an order for
payment of mesne profits.

The 1962 case Western Ground Rents Ltd v. Mrs. Williams was a Cardiff County Court possession action for
Great House Farm, Llandough.

The defendant was actually Mrs. Buckler (sued as Mrs. Williams).
The claim failed to result in eviction;
Perhaps as no judge could ignore three centuries of history.

June 1963: Suspended committal order against Mr Frederick Buckler, ref: December 11 1962 order for
payment of mesne profits.

1960s

Village Changes.

Housing development begins in the area; wider growth of Llandough replaces much farmland.
October 1964:

The agricultural tenancy of Great House Farm (held by the Williams family) officially came to an end.
Mr. Frederick Buckler and his wife remained in the farmhouse without a formal legal agreement.
Jan/Feb 1965:

Negotiations took place between Western Ground Rents and the Bucklers.

Mr. Buckler expressed frustration (complaining) that the company would not let him the agricultural land, as he
wished to continue farming.

March 2, 1965: Western Ground Rents’ agents sent a formal offer to Mrs. Williams for a weekly tenancy of the
farmhouse and garden at a rent of £2 10s.

March 1965 (Late):

Mrs Williams nor Mr. Fredrick Buckler did not sign or return the tenancy agreement.
However, they remained in the house, and because they did not pay rent,

their occupation began to be treated as "adverse" by the owners—setting the clock ticking,
for what would eventually be the 12-year legal limit for adverse possession.

December 1965:

Mr Frederick Buckler died of heart-related issues, often cited as a coronary thrombosis.
His death occurred only a few months after the failed 1965 tenancy negotiations.

After the death of Mr Frederick Buckler, Mrs Williams remained in possession of the farmhouse and garden,



with various of her children living there with her, including Mr Buckler junior.
No payment was made.

Western Ground Rents kept the matter in the County Court (a lower court) rather than seeking a declaration of
title in the High Court.

The Tactic: County courts are designed for possession orders (evictions), not for complex, centuries-old title
disputes involving ancestral rights and Bute Estate covenants.

By keeping it "small," they avoided a deep dive into the 300-year history of the Williams family.
December 1969:
Western Ground Rent sells to BP Pension Trust Ltd.

BP Pension Trust Ltd inherits the interest in Great House Farm, including the farmhouse and garden after it was
sold by Western Ground Rents to BP Pension Trust Ltd.

1970
School Opens.
Llandough Primary School opens, signalling residential growth near the farm site.

The term "dilapidated utility building" wasn't a formal academic classification; it was a justification used by
developers in the planning process.

By describing a medieval manor as a "ruined barn," they made it easier for the local planning office to approve
demolition.

Scientific Suppression:
While the legal battle raged, the authorities intentionally kept Great House Farm unlisted.

By pretending they didn't know about the Roman soldier or the 800-year-old architecture, they ensured the
house had no legal protection.

This allowed BP to plan for the "13 homes" they wanted to build on the ruins of your family's heritage.
Nothing thus far done:

Nothing thus far done to enforce the 1962 possession order.(as said by judge "nothing was done before 1974"
in 1987 case).

1973/74

Tensions escalated.

a "pressure campaign" is mounted by BP Pensions Trust to force eviction.
BP Pension Trust Ltd started a fresh action in the Cardiff County Court.

The action was for possession and mesne profits against Mrs Williams and various members of her family,
including Mr Buckler junior.



~June 1974
Missing Title Evidence.

Important copies of title deeds and evidence reportedly went missing by this time, impacting the family’s ability
to prove ownership.

(Referenced indirectly through later accounts).

3 July 1974

Court hearing.

Mary Williams pleads claim of ownership.

This was part heard and a formal defence was filed on behalf of Mrs Williams.

The defence asserted that BP Pension Trust's claim was barred by adverse possession under the Limitation
Act 1939;

So far as Mr Buckler junior is concerned, his plea was that he occupied as licensee of Mrs Williams.
That action has never been finally heard.

The court adjourned without ruling on title, focusing only on possession.

1974
Community Petition.

A petition signed by 1,700 local residents is circulated for preservation of Great House Farm from demolition
and housing development, after BP Pension Trust Ltd got planning permission to build houses from the old
local Council, before the specific council ending shortly afterwards.

Reflecting public.

17 September 1974

BP Pension Trust Ltd gave notice of an application (by them as successors in title to Western Ground Rents)
for leave to enforce the possession order of December 11 1962 (the order of Judge Temple Morris QC).

19 September 1974

Judge Watkin Powell on that application (17 September 1974) gave BP Pension Trust Ltd leave to execute the
order for possession from December 11 1962.

With a warrant scheduled.

He ordered that the possession warrant do issue forthwith, but be not enforced until October 31 1974.

This meant bailiffs couldn't act to evict the family from the farmhouse and garden until October 31, 1974.

The Cardiff County Court effectively ordered Mrs. Buckler to give up possession of the property she occupied.

This set the stage for the queried events, as BP's strategy was to assert ownership rhetorically without seeking
a direct judicial ruling on title, avoiding a potential loss given the family's centuries-long occupation and missing



deeds from 1955 proceedings.

The position then was that the 1962 judgment for possession was still available to the landlords, and their title
to the farmhouse and garden had not been extinguished — The claim that the appellant’s mother had obtained
a title by adverse possession before October 31 1974 was unfounded.

30 October 1974
Appeal Application.

Mrs Williams solicitors issued a notice of appeal to this court against the order of Judge Watkin Powell (on the
ground that Mrs Williams had had insufficient notice of the application and therefore had had no opportunity of
presenting her case).

And her solicitors took an appointment before the judge in the Cardiff County Court for November 4 1974, for a
stay of execution of his order of September 19 1974.

Same Day — Press Report:
The appeal application is reportedly leaked to the press, with journalists arriving before hearings could occur.

This media involvement amplified public sympathy, portraying BP as a "rapacious"” corporation targeting a
disabled widow with deep familial ties to the land (over 300 years of occupation).

As yet there is still no evidence of any press coverage from 1974, only what the court records allege.

31 October 1974
Warrant Withdrawal.

A scheduled possession enforcement warrant for this date is withdrawn, the narrative is, that this was a
benevolent act by BP due to the public outcry and media attention of which there is yet any evidence of.

Withdrawal prevented immediate eviction, allowing Mary to remain until her death in 1983, but it preserved BP's
title by avoiding a full ownership trial.

4 November 1974
Licence Letters Issued.
This is the date Mrs Williams solicitors sought a stay of execution from.

But letters are received by Mrs Williams solicitor, from BP Pension Trust Ltd and BP Properties Ltd, allegedly
sent 31st October, were a unilateral offer of a unilateral lifetime licence to “Mrs Buckler” to occupy the farm until
her death, uninterrupted (allegedly subsequent to the appeal application, later central to legal dispute).

Whereby unilaterally means to decide without consulting the other party. Used a lot in the phrase, “unilateral
disarmament”.

The interest in a license, expressed by Mr Frederick Buckler before his death in late 1960’s, died with him.

And so Mrs Williams was falsely entitled Mrs Buckler in order to bind that earlier expressed interest and Buckler
family title, to the unilateral license.



Furthermore the license was alleged to be accepted by her silence, as no expressed rejection or acceptance
occurred.

The Act: Addressing legal license letters to a "Mrs. Buckler" when your grandmother was Mary Williams.

The Intent: By using her deceased husband's surname—which she did not use—BP attempted to "inherit" his
willingness to entertain a license.

The Trap: If she replied, she would be acknowledging the name and, by extension, the license. If she didn't,
they used her "silence" to claim she accepted the license by default.

The Injustice: This wasn't a clerical error; it was a tactical erasure of her identity as a Williams, the holder of the
320-year-old possessory title.

Furthermore, evidence exists Mrs Williams was not silent and expressly rejected. Like the 1978 newspaper
article, that reports her publicly claiming ownership and rejecting BPs asserted claim - Evidence later
suppressed and/or excluded from proceeding events and cases (like the land being registered by BP without
reporting the dispute of it. And the BP Vs Buckler case 1987).

Two separate entities—BP Pension Trust Ltd and BP Properties Ltd—issuing letters simultaneously or in
sequence to "corroborate” a narrative.

The Fraud: In 1974, BP Properties likely did not yet have the paper title from the Pension Trust. They issued
"licenses" for land they didn't technically own on paper yet, while your family actually possessed it.

The Inconsistency: The judiciary treated them as separate entities to facilitate the 1987 ruling, but then treated
them as the "same" to dismiss your father's appeal. This is a violation of the principle of Equity, where the law
should be applied consistently.

Corporate Collusion: Two BP companies "corroborating" each other to manufacture a fake history of
permission.

The Silence: Mary Williams never used that name. When she didn't respond to letters addressed to a person
who didn't exist, BP claimed her "silence" was a sign of agreement.

1960-1970
Title Avoidance/ Bypass to alter heritage site.

During this period, BP or associated developers reportedly sought possession of the land rather than a formal
title ruling.

By failing to affirm land title in court against the Williams family's long-term occupancy, they may have bypassed
legal requirements to prove ownership before altering the heritage site.

Late 20th Century and Aftermath

1978-1980

GGAT Major Excavation.



The official major excavations by the Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust (GGAT) happened in
1978-1980—but that was largely a "rescue" excavation because the site was already being cleared.

Suppression of Known Archaeological Significance: The discovery of the Roman soldier in 1888 by the Williams
family served as "actual notice" of the site’s historical importance.

If the authorities or developers later claimed the site’s significance was "unknown" until the 1978 excavations to
avoid preservation costs, this could constitute a fraudulent misrepresentation to the planning office.

Possible Conspiracy: By ensuring the Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust (GGAT) "missed" the 1888
records, the developers ensured they could demolish the site before anyone could declare it a protected
heritage site.

This is a common tactic: "Demolish first, ask for forgiveness later."

22 May 1980
Parliamentary Criticism.

MP Ted Rowlands criticizes BP Pension Trust's conduct in the House of Commons, highlighting community
concern and public opposition.

1982
First Land Registration.

Land registration is introduced in Wales; the farm, however, is registered under BP’s title by this point.

1983
Mary Williams Dies.

Mary Williams dies at the farmhouse, having remained in possession until her death.

1984
Deeds Reported Missing.

Copies of the Bute Estate - Daniel Thomas deed and index card are reported missing from Cardiff Library
(affecting documentary support).

31 July 1987
Court of Appeal Decision.

In BP Properties Ltd v Buckler [1987] EWCA Civ 2, the Court of Appeal holds that the 1974 unilateral licence
ended adverse possession and forecloses the Buckler ownership claim.

The Use of the Term "Squatter": The legal proceedings often framed the occupiers as "squatters" or
"defendants" seeking possessory title, whereas your account emphasizes their centuries of documented family
occupation starting in 1667 (p. 1).

The court prioritized the formal Land Registration Act processes over the historical context.



Just says "Mrs Mary Buckler, who was also from time to time referred to as Mrs Williams", had conceived the
notion that she had a title to the ownership of Great House Farm through her own grandfather and that there
were documents in existence which proved her title.

No such documents were, however, ever produced. (uses the word conceived as if to say title was imaginary
and says Mrs Williams was used from time to time, as oppose to her title being Williams and the courts referring
to her as Mrs Buckler, which was the time to time occurrence the judge mentioned. The importance of this is
stated elsewhere.

1987
Misrepresentation of Structure.

In the lead-up to demolition, the medieval manor was allegedly described in planning documents as a
"dilapidated utility building"” or a "ruined barn."

This description in 1987 was a potential fraudulent misrepresentation used to secure a demolition permit that
would have been denied if the building were correctly identified as a 13th/15th-century fortified grange.

1988-1990
Failure of Disclosure.

During the initial "rescue" surveys following demolition, any failure by the developers or council to include the
known 1888 family discovery in the official record constitutes a continuing concealment of the site's true value
to the public and Cadw.

6 December 1988
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Get the paper — and get Echo Value
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Demolition.
Great House Farm is demolished, ending centuries of occupation and local heritage presence.
Destruction of Evidence. The farmhouse was demolished in 1988.

Proceeding with demolition while a land title dispute was active or without disclosing the 1888 archaeological
find could be viewed as an intentional act to "bury" the legal and historical evidence of the Williams family's
rights.

1960-1988
Legal Discrepancy: Possession vs. Title.
At no point during this window did the developers seek a High Court ruling to settle the land title dispute.

By relying on "possession" (physical control) rather than "title" (legal right), they avoided a discovery process
that would have revealed the Williams family's legal standing and the historical artifacts tied to the floorboards.

1990s
Planning & Archaeology.

Planning permission and archaeological reports precede residential development on the site.

1994
Archaeological Excavation.

The Cotswold Archaeological Trust conducts excavations “revealing” a monastic cemetery with 800+ burials
prior to development.

Suppression of Known Archaeological Significance: The discovery of the Roman soldier in 1888 by the Williams
family served as "actual notice" of the site’s historical importance.

If the authorities or developers later claimed the site’s significance was "unknown" until the 1978/1994
excavations to avoid preservation costs, this could constitute a fraudulent misrepresentation to the planning
office.



Official Narrative Distortion. When the major excavation of over 1,000 burials took place in 1994, it was framed
as a "new" discovery.

Attributing the site's significance only to this date ignores the family's 1888 notice, potentially protecting the
parties involved in the 1988 demolition from liability for destroying a known monument.

The "Burial 631" Context (c. AD 340-660):
The discovery of "Burial 631" (dated between c. AD 340 and 660) highlights the site's national significance.

While the suppressed 1888 Roman soldier discovery and the 1978-1980 archaeological reports already
indicated a high-status site, the 1994 excavation confirmed these findings with specific evidence, such as
"Burial 631"—a young man found with iron straps binding him.

This highly unusual find underscored the true national importance of the archaeology located directly adjacent
to and underneath the demolished farm, providing more specific detail than the general "Roman soldier"
description.

Present Day:
Church View Close.

The former farm site is now a housing development known as Church View Close, Llandough, comprising
around 20 homes.



